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I want to thank the Royal British Legion for giving me the
honour of taking part insthis incredibly moving event that

commemorates one of the most notable days in world history.

Each and every year, setvice men and women, veterans,

together and that now they shbuld lie together in peace forever.

To my mind, Remembrance Sunday is not just a state
occasion; it is one of the most SIgmficant community events in

the calendar. From the very begtnnlng, it was the families,

i

villages, schools, factories, towns and cities that erected and
'f
funded the hundreds of memorlals we see on our travels across

the country and beyond. Yt is those very communities, people
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like you and i that have gathered together every year since to

remember.

Our ‘commitment’ in the response to the exhortation is that

‘we will remember them’ nd it is right and proper that those

who gave thea fice or forfeit their futures should
never be forgot and, d spite the significance of this day, we
cannot restrict our thoughts to those who fell in the two World

Wars.

rarely been a year Whell;L rvicemen and women have not been

asked to put their 11ves on e line s 0

century saw our forces in Boqma, Iraq, Kbsovo and
Afghanistan....and, as we know we contmue to support local

forces in Iraq to this day. Why the catalogue you may

ask....simple....until there is pedg;ce, we will always have cause

to rtemember those who have been affected by war.
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Well, I firmly believe that Wg,, “t}lose who were left to grow

old” also have a duty. 4
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First and foremost, we have a duty to remember.....not just the
three quarter of a millionh British men and women and their
allies from the Great War but all those who fell in the Second

World War and every conflict I mentioned and even those less

known about.

7e have a-duty to remember and support

all those who have beentl rough the ordeal of combat and

moment, remember those Who do not \fVlsh to remember what

they saw, what they did or What they went through.

So often we remember those W%d made the ultimate sacrifice

and, more recently as news is fed to us live from conflicts all
B
around the world, we see thef.:‘;."horriﬁc consequences of war.
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Today, I would like you to{épare a thought for those
psychologically damaged by the horrors they
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experienced....whether they be members of the armed forces

or the innocent womensand children caught up in conflict or

directly affected k
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hen the e first appeared in the times on 21st

90%5 of servicemen suffering from

 branded as cowards or deserters...

I like many

ther combat veterans have seen things that can

only be seen

ment. It is a well -known statistic
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that servicemen and have suffered and sometimes died
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as a consequence of >d combat stress or PTSD as it is
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better known. So, for
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you remember ,t,lgern
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Please also think of those ot
work tirelessly to help indi
close to normal as is p\)\ssibl e e

when they took up arms fo

And finally as a grateful com
thank those who have worked ¢ re essly to make this special

. day so memorable.




